
AMBASSADE DE FRANCE 
EN AUTRICHE 

 

WIPPLINGERSTRASSE 24-26 
A-1010 VIENNE 

tel : (+43 1) 502 75 214 

 

Attention : 
The Consulate reserves the right to require additional supporting evidence. Filing the documents does not systematically guarantee issuance of a visa. You should not leave your present job, sell your 
property or commit yourself in any way before receiving your visa. 

LONG STAY 
The long-stay visa, which constitutes a residency document, allows an extended stay in France for a period of more than 90 days. 

Merchants, craftsmen and industrialists for France 
 

No visa shall be issued if the applicant is already living in France. 
Personal appearance is mandatory for all applicants to file the visa application and to pick up the visa. 

 

 All documents have to be in original and copy*. Consular section does not make any copy 

 All foreign documents must be translated in French by a certified translator compliant 

 Missing document (original or copy) = incomplete file = high risk of visa refusal; 

 The application fee is not refundable): 99.- € - for each applicant payable only cash 
 

 
LIST OF DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: 

(ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS AND COPIES IN THE SAME ORDER) 
 

Make an appointment with the visa section 
 

Attention : 
Excepted citizens of the European Union (EU), the European Economic Area (EEA) and Switzerland, citizens of other countries who 
want to work in France as a merchant, a craftsman or an industrialist have to apply for a long-stay visa before to go to France. 

Presentation: 
A merchant is someone who performs commercial acts, that is, who is involved in the circulation of wealth with a speculative intention 
and who does so on an ongoing basis ; this implies the repetition of commercial acts within the framework of permanent and ongoing 
activities whose main purpose is to make a profit. A merchant does business in his own name and on his own behalf, and at his own 
risk. 

A craftsman is an independent worker who performs a manual craft in a limited-size business. A craftsman is essentially a 
manufacturer and a producer, as opposed to a merchant who performs commercial acts and who buys for the purpose of reselling, 
without any transformation. 

An industrialist is a manufacturer who, like a craftsman and as opposed to a merchant, performs a production or transformation 
activity, in addition to buying and selling. An industrialist is distinguished from a craftsman essentially by the size of his business. Any 
business having more than ten employees is deemed to be part of the industrial sector. 

If you wish to carry on your activities in an Overseas Territory or Community, please contact us. 

   
 1. The present list of documents on which you will have ticked each document attached and copies. 
 2. Two long stay visa forms: Forms must be completely and legibly filled in with black or blue ink, dated and signed by 

the applicant. 
 3. Two identity photos with french norms : the photos must be recent (less than three months), in color on a clear 

background, taken from the front, passport size – 35mm x 45mm, clearly showing the face, the forehead hairline 
and ears. To check the size please consult : Photos 

 4. Passport in good condition, with a date of expiration at least 3 months after the end of the student’s 
proposed stay in France, issued within the past 10 years and containing at least 2 blank pages. The visa is validated by a self-

adhesive label that will be affixed to one of the pages of the passport (copy of principal pages). 
The passport will be returned the day of your deposit request. 

 5. A Austria, Hungarian, Czech, Slovak, Slovenia residence permit valid at the time of filing the application until the 
entry in France. 

 6. Extract from the police record of the country of origin of the applicant and of countries where the applicant has resided 
during the past three years + copy 

 7. Statement certifying that no criminal convictions are held in each country where you lived the past ten years + 1 copy 
 8. Declaration of no previous bankruptcy in the country of origin and in each country where you lived the past ten years + 

1 copy  
 9. Form CERFA n°13473*01 + 1 copy  
 10. Tax clearances - or at least tax situation slip - if the applicant lived in France and if he left it less than 4 years ago + 1 

https://pastel.diplomatie.gouv.fr/rdvinternet/html-3.04.03/frameset/frameset.html?lcid=1&sgid=309&suid=9
http://www.ambafrance-at.org/Test-7696
http://www.ambafrance-at.org/Photos-norms
http://www.ambafrance-at.org/Cerfa-no13473-01
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copy  
 11. If possible, any document helping to establish the applicant’s ability to engage in the expected commercial, industrial or 

craft activity  
 12. List of required documents within the framework of creating a business (only in french)  
 13. List of required documents within the framework of an existing structure (only in french)  
 14. Application fees (non-refundable) : 99 € payable only cash 

Note 

Each applicant who wants to live in France with his or her spouse and his or her children under 18 should begin the family reunification 
("regroupement familial") OFII-procedure 18 months after his or her legal arrival in France and if he or she has got at least a one-year 
french residency card. 

Attention : the delivered visa is a three-month D-Visa. After receiving it, you must apply for a residence permit in the 
préfecture where you live. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
* A scanned document is not considered an original document. 
** Delays are variable according to the nationality (15 days to 2 months) 

 

http://www.ambafrance-at.org/the-framework-of-creating-a
http://www.ambafrance-at.org/Merchant-craftsman-or
http://www.ofii.fr/faire_venir_sa_famille_49/?sub_menu=4

